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’Estrelas e Planetas’ (Stars and Planets) project was developed during the academic year 2009/2010 and was tested
on three 3rd grade classes of one school in Quarteira, Portugal.

The aim was to encourage the learning of science and the natural and physical phenomena through the construction
and manipulation of materials that promote these themes - in this case astronomy.

Throughout the project the students built a small book containing three themes of astronomy: differences between
stars and planets, the solar system and the phases of the Moon. To each topic was devoted two sessions of about an
hour each: the first to teach the theoretical aspects of the theme and the second session to assembly two pages of
the book.

All materials used (for theoretical sessions and for the construction of the book) and videos of the finished book
are available for free use in www.miguelneta.pt/estrelaseplanetas.

So far there is only a Portuguese version but soon will be published in English as well.

This project won the Excellency Prize 2011 of Casa das Ciéncias, a portuguese site for teachers supported by the
Calouste Gulbenkian Fundation (www.casadasciencias.org).



