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Marine research is rapidly moving away from traditional discipline specific science to a wider ecosystem
level approach. This more multidisciplinary approach to ocean science requires large amounts of good quality,
interoperable data to be readily available for use in an increasing range of new and complex applications.

Significant amounts of marine data and information are already available throughout the world as a result
of e-infrastructures being established at a regional level to manage and deliver marine data to the end user.
However, each of these initiatives has been developed to address specific regional requirements and independently
of those in other regions.

Establishing a common framework for marine data management on a global scale necessitates that there is
interoperability across these existing data infrastructures and active collaboration between the organisations
responsible for their management. The Ocean Data Interoperability Platform (ODIP) project is promoting
co-ordination between a number of these existing regional e-infrastructures including SeaDataNet and Geo-Seas
in Europe, the Integrated Marine Observing System (IMOS) in Australia, the Rolling Deck to Repository (R2R)
in the USA and the international IODE initiative.

To demonstrate this co-ordinated approach the ODIP project partners are currently working together to de-
velop several prototypes to test and evaluate potential interoperability solutions for solving the incompatibilities
between the individual regional marine data infrastructures. However, many of the issues being addressed by the
Ocean Data Interoperability Platform are not specific to marine science. For this reason many of the outcomes of
this international collaborative effort are equally relevant and transferable to other domains.


