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Operational early warning platform for extreme meteorological events

Most natural disasters are related to extreme weather events (e.g. typhoons); weather conditions, however,
are also highly relevant for humanitarian and disaster relief operations during and after other natural disaster like
earthquakes. The internet service “Wettergefahren-Frühwarnung” (WF) provides various information on extreme
weather events, especially when these events are associated with a high potential for large damage. The main
focus of the platform is on Central Europe, but major events are also monitored worldwide on a daily routine. WF
provides high-resolution forecast maps for many weather parameters which allow detailed and reliable predictions
about weather conditions during the next days in the affected areas.

The WF service became operational in February 2004 and is part of the Center for Disaster Management
and Risk Reduction Technology (CEDIM) since 2007. At the end of 2011, CEDIM embarked a new type of
interdisciplinary disaster research termed as forensic disaster analysis (FDA) in near real time. In case of an
imminent extreme weather event WF plays an important role in CEDIM’s FDA group. It provides early and
precise information which are always available and updated several times during a day and gives advice and
assists with articles and reports on extreme events.


