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With a "Sunday between territory and music to ’National Institute of Geophysics and Volcanology," October 12,
2014 the headquarters of INGV Roma kicked off the activities of the second edition of the Week of Planet Earth.
The laboratory of scientific outreach and museum activities together with volunteers of the National Civil Service
have organized the whole day dedicated to the dissemination of earth sciences, involving adults and children.
Especially for primary school children a laboratory was made involving three amusing activities all aimed at
inspiring respect for the Earth: a theatrical representation called "The Fantastic 4... elements”, a behavioral game
and a nursery rhyme reading. The theater as a means of communication of science is an innovative and creative
way to introduce children to important scientific concepts. The use of this methodology and simple language
favoring the emotional involvement of the child facilitating learning.
The main character is a child, chosen to facilitate the identification of the spectators with the protagonist, that
through a fantastic journey discovers the importance of the four elements of our planet: earth, fire, air and water.
As a second step, volunteers involved children in reading a nursery rhyme "the ABC to become a Friend of the
Earth" inviting them to protect and respect the environment and its resources. Finally, the behavioral game gave
indications about behaviors to adopt to safeguard the planet. Volunteers introduced a billboard divided into two
colors, green to indicate the right behaviors and red for the wrong ones. Each child, after reading a card with
indication on the behavior to adopt, had to decide if they were correct or not with respect to the environment
safeguard. After listening to the children’s answer, the volunteer gave the correct explanation about the appropriate
behavior to adopt. At the end of the activities, each child received a certificate as “a friend of Planet Earth".


