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Soil scientists are well aware of the intimate links that exist between soils and climate, but the same is not always
true of the broader population. In an attempt to help address this, the Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) has
designated the theme “Soils and Climate” for the month of November, 2015 as part of the SSSA International Year
of Soil (IYS) celebration. The topic has been further subdivided into three subthemes: 1) carbon sequestration and
greenhouse gases, 2) Soils and past environments, and 3) Desertification and drought. Each subtheme outreach
has two parts 1) lesson plans that K-12 educators can use in their classrooms, and 2) materials that a trained
soil scientist can present to the general public. Activities developed for the theme include classroom activities to
accompany an online game that students can play to see how farm management choices influence greenhouse gas
emissions, questions to go with a vermicomposting activity, and discussion session questions to go with a movie
on the USA Dust Bowl. All materials are available online free of charge. The Soils and Climate materials can be
found at https://www.soils.org/iys/12-month-resources/november; all of the SSSA IYS materials can be found at
https://www.soils.org/iys.


