
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 17, EGU2015-1540, 2015
EGU General Assembly 2015
© Author(s) 2014. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

On the Holocene evolution of Hans Tausen Iskappe (Greenland)
Harry Zekollari and Philippe Huybrechts
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, DGGF, Earth System Sciences and Departement Geografie, Brussels, Belgium

Hans Tausen Iskappe (Greenland), situated at 82.5◦N, 27.5◦W, is world’s northernmost ice cap. During several
field campaigns in the 70s and 90s, its ice thickness was measured, mass balance and meteorological measure-
ments occurred, and a 345 m deep ice core was drilled. From this ice core it is known that the ice cap (largely)
disappeared during the Holocene Thermal Maximum. The present-day ice cap started building up some 3500-4000
years ago in a wetter and warmer climate than at present.

Here we present first 3-D thermo-mechanical ice flow modelling results of the ice cap’s evolution. We use
field measurements and combine these with satellite derived surface velocities and palaeoclimatic reconstructions
to understand the Holocene evolution of the ice cap and its present-day state. In our analysis we also investigate
the effect of higher-order dynamics (compared to the Shallow Ice Approximation) and pay particular attention to
different thresholds in the systems that could lead to a (partial) disappearance of the ice cap in the future.


