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Chis, inău, Republic of Moldova (mdaradur@yahoo.com), (6) Centro de Edafología y Biología Aplicada del Segura, Consejo
Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas (CEBAS-CSIC), Murcia, Spain (joris@cebas.csic.es), (7) Ministry of Agriculture &
Forests, Department of Agriculture, Thimphu, Bhutan, (8) Institute of Ecological Soil Science, Moscow State University,
Moscow, Russia (gkust@yandex.com), (9) Institute of Environmental Studies, University of New South Wales, Sydney,
Australia (g.metternicht@unsw.edu.au), (10) Department of Ecology, University of Alicante, Alicante, Spain
(barron.orr@gmail.com), (11) Secretaría de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable -Dirección de Conservación del Suelo y Lucha
contra la Desertificación, Buenos Aries, Argentina (vpietragalla@ambiente.gob.ar)

At its 11th meeting in Windhoek/Namibia, in September 2013, the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) Conference of the Parties (COP) decided to establish a Science-Policy Interface (SPI)*
(decision 23/COP.11). The goal of the SPI is to facilitate a two-way dialogue between scientists and policy makers
in order to ensure the delivery of policy-relevant information, knowledge and advice on desertification/land degra-
dation and drought (DLDD). The SPI established several initial objectives, including working with the scientific
community to bring to the UNCCD and the other Rio conventions (climate change and biodiversity) the scientific
evidence for the contribution of sustainable land use and management to climate change adaptation/mitigation and
to safeguarding biodiversity and ecosystem services.

*For more on the SPI see:
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/International-Scientific-Advice/Pages/SPI.aspx?HighlightID=282


