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A multidisciplinary research has been initiated in the Loir River valley where investigations revealed high-potential
fluvial records and landforms for environmental and socio-environmental reconstructions. Investigations provide
the opportunity to reconstruct landscape trajectories between climate, environmental and societal changes during
the last 16000 years, using geoarchaeological and archaeogeographical approaches: sedimentology, soil micro-
morphology, geochemistry, archaeology, geomatics, geochronology (AGES Program: Ancient Geomorphological
EvolutionS of Loire Basin hydrosystem). In the sector of Vaas (Sarthe, France) the research on the Lateglacial and
the Holocene sedimentary sequences from the alluvial plain leads to a general overview of the valley evolution
from the end of the Weichselian Upper Pleniglacial to the Present. Joined to archaeological (Protohistoric and
Antic sites) and historical data (engineering archives, 18th century cadastral registers) this research highlights the
importance of anthropogenic and geomorphological heritages in the current fluvial landscape (microtopography,
wetlands, archaeological remains, land use). This knowledge constitutes a basis for skills transfer to planners and
managers, in sustainable management of hydrological resources (reducing the vulnerability to flooding and low
flows), preservation of biodiversity (wetlands protection) and valorization of landscapes (cultural tourism develop-
ment).


