
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 17, EGU2015-15927-1, 2015
EGU General Assembly 2015
© Author(s) 2015. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

Importance of Non-Diffusive Transport for Soil CO2 Efflux in a
Temperate Mountain Grassland
Marilyn Roland (1), Sara Vicca (1), Michael Bahn (2), Thomas Ladreiter-Knauss (2), Michael Schmitt (2), and
Ivan A. Janssens (1)
(1) Department of Biology, University of Antwerp, 2610 Wilrijk, Belgium (marilyn.roland@uantwerpen.be), (2) Institute of
Ecology, University of Innsbruck, 6020 Innsbruck, Austria

A key focus in climate change is on the dynamics and predictions of the soil CO2 efflux (SCE) from terrestrial
ecosystems. Limited knowledge of CO2 transport through the soil restricts our understanding of the various biotic
and abiotic processes underlying these emissions.
Diffusion is often thought to be the main transport mechanism for trace gases in soils, an assumption that is re-
flected in the increasing popularity of the flux-gradient approach (FGA). Based on Fick’s law, the FGA calculates
soil CO2 efflux from CO2 concentration profiles, given good estimates of the diffusion coefficient. The latter can
be calculated via different commonly used models, and solid-state sensors allow continuous high-frequency mea-
surements of soil CO2 concentrations with minimal disturbance to the soil conditions in a cost-effective way.
Fast growing evidence of pressure pumping and advection, makes it impossible to disregard non-diffusive gas
transport when evaluating diel and day-to-day dynamics of soil CO2 emissions. We have analyzed combined
measurements from solid-state sensors and soil chambers to gain insight in the CO2 transport mechanisms in a
grassland site in the Austrian Alps.
The FGA-derived efflux underestimated the chamber efflux by 10 to 87% at our site, depending on which model
was used for calculation of the diffusion coefficient. We found that the actual transport rates correlated well with
irradiation and wind speed, even more when the soil moisture content was below 33%. These findings suggest that
bulk soil air transport was enhanced by pressure changes induced by wind shear at the surface and by local heating
of the soil surface.
Considering the importance of non-diffusive transport processes is a prerequisite when using solid-state CO2 con-
centration measurements to estimate soil CO2 efflux at any given site.


