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Open access to well-documented data is essential to enable improved understanding of the key processes and
their complex interactions in the Indian Ocean. For decades, marine ecosystem data have been collected by
expeditions conducting research in this fascinating region. The data from many of the projects including the
International Indian Ocean Expedition of the 1960s, the US Joint Global Ocean flux Study (JGOFS) Arabian
Sea Expedition of the 1990s, and several more recent projects have been contributed by the original investigators
to the Biological and Chemical Oceanography Data Management Office (BCO-DMO). BCO-DMO is funded
by the US National Science Foundation to work with marine scientists to improve access to research data and
ensure long term preservation of the data that comprise an important part of a research program’s legacy. The
data are freely available from the Web-accessible BCO-DMO system that supports data discovery, access, display,
user-customizable export, and download. The authors will provide an overview of the BCO-DMO data system
including examples of the range of data types and an introduction to system capabilities.


