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Development of more integrated approaches to the management of protected areas requires not only the protec-
tion of geosites, but also the effective application of geoconservation principles that apply more widely to the
sustainable management of natural systems. Key guiding principles include: working with natural processes; man-
aging natural systems and processes in a spatially integrated manner; accepting the inevitability of natural change;
considering the responses of geomorphological processes to the effects of global climate change; recognising the
sensitivity of natural systems and managing them within the limits of their capacity to absorb change; basing con-
servation management of active systems on a sound understanding of the underlying physical processes; making
provision for managing visitors at sensitive sites; and acknowledging the interdependency of geodiversity and bio-
diversity management. As well as recognising the value of geoheritage in its own right, a more integrated approach
to conservation across the full range of IUCN Protected Area Management Categories would benefit both biodiver-
sity and geodiversity, through application of the concept of ’conserving nature’s stage’ and adopting an ecosystem
approach.


