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Geoheritage is closely linked with many aspects of cultural heritage and the development of tourism in Scotland.
Historically, aesthetic appreciation of the physical landscape and links with literature and art formed the foundation
for tourism during the 18th and 19th centuries. Today, exploration of the cultural links between geodiversity and
landscape is providing new opportunities for raising awareness of geoheritage through literature, poetry, art and the
built heritage. Interpreting the cultural dimension of geodiversity can enable people to connect with geodiversity
through different experiences and a renewed sense of wonder about the physical landscape and the creative inspira-
tion provided by geodiversity. It can also link geodiversity to cultural roots and sense of place, allowing exploration
of different connections between people and the natural world. Such experiential engagement is promoted through
the development of Geoparks. It requires thinking about how interpretation can add value to people’s experiences
and provide involvement that evokes a sense of wonder about the physical landscape. This means encouraging new
and memorable experiential ways of interpreting the landscape and communicating its geological stories, not sim-
ply presenting information. Rediscovering a sense of wonder about the physical landscape through cultural links
can enable wider public appreciation of geoheritage and help to develop greater support for geoconservation.


