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Nature as a treasure map! Teaching geoscience with the help of earth
caches?!
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This presentation looks at how earth caches are influence the learning process in the field of geo science in
non-formal education. The development of mobile technologies using Global Positioning System (GPS) data
to point geographical location together with the evolving Web 2.0 supporting the creation and consumption of
content, suggest a potential for collaborative informal learning linked to location. With the help of the GIS in
smartphones you can go directly in nature, search for information by your smartphone, and learn something about
nature. Earth caches are a very good opportunity, which are organized and supervised geocaches with special
information about physical geography high lights. Interested people can inform themselves about aspects in
geoscience area by earth caches. The main question of this presentation is how these caches are created in relation
to learning processes. As is not possible, to analyze all existing earth caches, there was focus on Bavaria and a
certain feature of earth caches. At the end the authors show limits and potentials for the use of earth caches and
give some remark for the future.



