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Environmental degradation is undermining the sustainability of our planet. The multi-faceted nature of environ-
mental stressors, which inherently couples human-environment interactions across space and time, necessitates
that we train environmental scientists holistically within an interdisciplinary framework. Recruiting top-notch
honors students to major in the environmental sciences is a critical step to ensure that we have the human capital
to tackle complicated environmental problems successfully. Planning and implementing an honors degree is
no trivial task. Based upon a recently completed and implemented set of programmatic revisions*, this poster
showcases a successful example of an honors curriculum in environmental science to recruit and educate dynamic
thinkers capable of improving the quality of our environment. The interdisciplinary environmental science
program at the University of Delaware emphasizes the cross-cutting among earth’s spheres through a core set of
courses which employ a quantitative approach which is supplemented by several environmental policy courses.
The core is coupled with six different thematic concentrations (students choose one) which permit the student
to delve into a particular area of environmental science. The honors component of the degree consists of twelve
additional credits. These credits are met through a specially designed introductory environmental course, a field
experience requiring data collection, analysis, and write-up, a capstone course, and one other environmentally
related course. The environmental sciences honors curriculum outlined in this poster may serve as a useful guide
to others wishing to establish an honors program of their own in environmental science to recruit and prepare the
next generation to mitigate environmental degradation.

————–
* Please note that the planning process for the environmental programs was and is the collective effort of many
dedicated people. Current members of the advisory Environmental Council include Drs. Delphis Levia (Program
Director & Chair), Nancy Targett (Dean), Frank Newton, Tracy Deliberty, Steve Hastings, John Madsen, Paul
Imhoff, Jan Johnson, Jerry Kauffman, Murray Johnston.


