Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 17, EGU2015-4759, 2015 3 \
EGU General Assembly 2015 G

© Author(s) 2015. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

Coordinated Coverage of FACs with Cluster and Swarm

Malcolm Dunlop (1,2), Junying Yang (1), Yanyan Yang (3), Yulia Bogdanova (2), Chao Xiong (4), Chao Shen
(3), Hermann Luehr (4), Nils Olsen (5), Qinghe Zhang (6), Jinbin Cao (1), Patricia Ritter (4), Arnaud Masson (7),
and Roger Haagmans (7)

(1) Space Science Institute, School of Astronautics, Beihang University,100191, Beijing, China., (2) Rutherford Appleton
Laboratory, Space Sciences Division, SSTD, Oxfordshire, United Kingdom (M.W.Dunlop@rl.ac.uk), (3) NSSC, CAS, PO
Box 8701, Beijing 100190, China, (4) GFZ, Telegrafenberg, Potsdam, 14473, Germany, (5) DTU Space, Electrovej, Bldg 327,
DK-2800 Kgs. Lyngby, Denmark, (6) CSW, Institute of Space Sciences, Shangdong University, Weihai, 264209, China, (7)
ESA/ESTEC, Keplerlaan 1, 2200 AG Noordwijk, The Netherlands

We explore the capability of Swarm-Cluster coordination for probing the behaviour of the field aligned currents
(FAC) adjacent to the ring current (RC) at medium and low orbits. The RC and connecting R2 FACs influence the
geomagnetic field at low Earth orbit (LEO) and are sampled in situ by the four Cluster spacecraft every perigee
pass. Coordination of the configuration of three Swarm spacecraft configurations with the constellation of the
four Cluster spacecraft has been achieved through joint operations; providing a set of distributed, multi-point
measurements covering this region. A particularly close coordination of all spacecraft is considered during the
start of the Swarm operations. We report here preliminary results of joint signatures of R1 and R2 FACs, and
the use and application of new analysis techniques derived from the calculation of curl B and magnetic gradients
to compare estimates of the current distributions. Hall currents associated with the FAC signatures at the Swam
locations are shown to be directly obtainable from the three spacecraft configurations. For context, we identify the
associated auroral boundaries through application of a method to determine the FAC intensity gradients in order to
interpret and resolve the R1 and R2 FACs.



