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The Alexander von Humboldt Conference Series of the European Geosciences Union are a series of meetings
held outside of Europe, in particular in South America, Africa or Asia, on selected topics of geosciences with a
socio-economic impact for regions on these continents, jointly organised with the scientists and their institutes
and the institutions of these regions.
Given the increasing success of the GIFT workshops held in conjunction with the General Assemblies, since 2010
EGU has also developed a series of GIFT workshops held in conjunction with AvH conferences.
Associated GIFT workshops were held in Merida, Yucatan, on the theme of Climate Change, Natural Hazards and
Societies (March 2010), then in Penang, Malaysia (June 2011) on the theme of Ocean Acidification, in November
2012 in Cusco (Peru) on the theme of Natural Disasters, Global Change and the Preservation of World Heritage
Sites, finally in Istanbul (March 2014) on “High Impact Natural Hazards Related to the Euro-Mediterranean
Region. The next GIFT workshop is already planned for October 2015 in Adis Ababa (Ethiopia) on the theme
“Water”.
In each case, the GIFT workshop was held on the last two days of the AvH conference and reunited 40-45 teachers
from the nation where the AvH was held. Keynote speakers from AvH were speakers to the GIFT workshops
which also included hands-on activities animated by sciences educators.
These GIFT workshops represented the first workshops specifically aimed at teachers held in the country, and
therefore represents a significant Earth Sciences contribution to secondary education in non European countries.


