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Introduction

The NER 300 programme, managed by the European Commission is one of the largest funding programmes for
innovative low-carbon energy demonstration projects. NER 300 is so called because it is funded from the sale
of 300 million emission allowances from the new entrants’ reserve (NER) set up for the third phase of the EU
emissions trading system (ETS). The programme aims to successfully demonstrate environmentally safe carbon
capture and storage (CCS) and innovative renewable energy (RES) technologies on a commercial scale with a
view to scaling up production of low-carbon technologies in the EU. Consequently, it supports a wide range
of CCS and RES technologies (bioenergy, concentrated solar power, photovoltaics, geothermal, wind, ocean,
hydropower, and smart grids).

Funded projects and the role of geothermal projects for the programme

In total, about EUR 2.1 billion have been awarded to 39 projects through the programme’s 2 calls for pro-
posals (the first awarded in December 2012, the second in July 2014). The programme has awarded around 70
mEUR funding to 3 geothermal projects in Hungary, Croatia and France (see Annex). The Hungarian geothermal
project awarded funding under the first call will enter into operation at the end of 2015 and the rest are expected
to start in 2016 (HR) and in 2018 (FR), respectively.

Knowledge Sharing

Knowledge sharing requirements are built into the legal basis of the programme as a critical tool to lower
risks in bridging the transition to large-scale production of innovative renewable energy and CCS deployment.
Projects have to submit annually to the European Commission relevant knowledge gained during that year in
the implementation of their project. The relevant knowledge is aggregated and disseminated by the European
Commission to industry, research, government, NGO and other interest groups and associations in order to provide
a better understanding of the practical challenges that arise in the important step of scaling up technologies and
operating them at commercial scale. The knowledge sharing of the NER 300 programme should lead to better
planning and faster introduction of low carbon technologies in the future.

Content of the presentation

The presentation will introduce the geothermal projects that have been awarded funding, including their
state-of-play. Insights and knowledge gained from the projects that have entered into operation will be shown and
discussed. Furthermore, the presentation will provide an overview of the NER 300 programme.


