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Since the first University at Sea, proposed by two French Universities (Brest and Bordeaux) in 1999, the R/V
Marion Dufresne, in collaboration with the French Polar institute (IPEV), has welcome 12 oceanographic schools.
The main objective of this educational and scientific program is to stimulate the potential interest of highly grad-
uated students in scientific fields dealing with oceanography, and to broaden exchanges with foreign universities,
strengthening a pool of excellence at a high international scientific level. It is a unique opportunity for the students
to discover and to be involved in the work in progress of collecting scientific data on board of a ship, and to attend
international research courses given by scientists involved in the cruise program. They also experience the final
task of the scientific work by presenting their own training results, making posters on board, and writing a cruise
report. For some University at Sea, students had also updated a daily journal, available on internet, hosted by the
main institutions involved (as IPEV or EPOC, Bordeaux University). All this work is done in English, a common
language to all the participants.
An overview of these 15 years background experience will be presented, underlying the financial supports used,
the logistic on board, as well as all the benefits acquiered by all former students, now in permanent positions in
different international institutions.


