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Angalasut, an education and outreach project to create a bridge between
scientists, local population in Greenland and the general public
Pascaline Bourgain
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Bridging Science and Society has now become a necessity for scientists to develop new partnerships with local
communities and to raise the public interest for scientific activities. The French-Greenlandic educational project
called "Angalasut" reflects this desire to create a bridge between science, local people and the general public.
This program was set up on the 2012-2013 school year, as part of an international scientific program dedicated to study the interactions between the ocean and glaciers on the western coast of Greenland, in the
Uummannaq fjord.
Greenlandic and French school children were involved in educational activities, in classrooms and out on
the field, associated with the scientific observations conducted in Greenland (glacier flow, ocean chemical
composition and circulation, instrumentation...). In Greenland, the children had the opportunity to come on board
the scientific sailing boat, and in France, several meetings were organized between the children and the scientists
of the expedition.
In the small village of Ikerasak, the children interviewed Elders about sea ice evolution in the area. These
activities, coupled to the organization of public conferences and to the creation of a trilingual website of the
project (French, Greenlandic, English) aimed at explaining why scientists come to study Greenland environment.
This was the opportunity for scientists to discuss with villagers who could testify on their changing environment
over the past decades. A first step toward a future collaboration between scientists and villagers that would deserve
further development...
The project Angalasut was also the opportunity for Greenlandic and French school children to exchange
about their culture and their environment through Skype communications, the exchange of mails (drawings,
shells...), the creation of a society game about European fauna and flora... A meeting in France between the two
groups of children is considered, possibly in summer 2015.
Finally, live interviews with a sea center in France, photo exhibitions and several conferences allowed the
general public to interact with scientists, to learn about Greenland environment and culture, and to take part into
the Angalasut project.

