Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 17, EGU2015-6974-2, 2015 ’ \
EGU General Assembly 2015 G

© Author(s) 2015. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

Creative Conservation Communication

Jason Houston

United States (jason @jasonhouston.com)

I am a fellow with the International League of Conservation photographers (iLCP) and have been focused on
photographing conservation dynamics at the intersection of social and environmental issues for a decade. Subjects
have included traditional concerns such as deforestation, water conservation, endangered species, and fisheries.
However, I rarely make photographs of the traditional nature, wildlife, landscapes, or environmental atrocities that
most people think of when they think about environmentalism. Instead, I photograph people and how they live on
the planet, as I believe passionately that without also considering social and cultural concerns, we will not be able
to effectively and sustainably do conservation work or achieve positive environmental change.

My presentation will share recent photography projects on forest conservation in Indonesian Borneo and
fisheries management in Central America where I used a ‘stakeholder profile-based’ process to broadly survey the
complexity of the issues while also making personal connections for these projects’ diverse audiences. Through
these case studies I will explore the opportunities and challenges of combining the authenticity, accuracy, and
scientific validity of journalistic and documentary work with the emotional impact of the conventions of art and
storytelling.



