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Schemes such as the British Science Association media fellowships and the AGU mass media fellowships offer
an opportunity for active researchers to sit side by side with journalists at the news desk. Each can learn from the
other, and the mutual benefits are often unexpected. Here, I reflect on my own experiences as a media fellow at the
BBC, and consider how this opportunity has altered my own views on communicated my, and others’, science.

Geosciences have a particular advantage in such translation to a general audience. Interest in the natural
environment, the origins of life, the planetary science of the Solar System as a whole, as well as topics in resource,
energy, climate and geohazards is high among the public. There are advantages in being willing to act as a
"translator" of discovery and an "interpreter" of natural events that, it could be argued, should be grasped to keep
the relevance of our science high in the perceptions of tax payers and policy makers. By exercising these types of
communications skills, new perspectives on one’s own research may be attained.


