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This presentation reviews flood-related fatalities in the United States between 1959 and 2013. Information on
flood fatality victims and the flood-causing events was obtained from the National Climatic Data Center. The data
collected included the date, time, location, and weather conditions and the gender and age of the flood victims.
Long term trends in the numbers of fatalities and fatality rates were analyzed. For most of the states fatalities
were largely caused by single catastrophic events. The analysis indicates that the standardized annual flood fatality
rates are decreasing significantly for all states. Vehicle related fatalities represent more than 50% of flood fatalities
for most of the states and can be as high as 77%. A combination of improved hydrometeorological forecasting,
educational programs aimed at enhancing public awareness of flood risk and the seriousness of flood warnings,
and timely and appropriate action by local emergency and safety authorities will help further reduce flood fatalities
in Texas.


