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The Beagle 2 lander spun off from the ESA Mars Express spacecraft on 19 December 2003 and headed off
towards Isidis Planitia on Mars. The scheduled landing of the 60 kg lander was 6 days later on Christmas morning,
25 December.
It is universally known that no signal was received from the lander and its fate remained unknown. What is not
questioned is the impact that the mission, and not least its charismatic leaders headed by the late Professor Colin
Pillinger, had on the general public of the UK, Europe and worldwide.
More than a decade after Beagle 2 was last seen, we review the legacy of the mission on the public perception
of the value of space exploration, economically, commercially and cultural, and look forward to an expanding
programme. The spin off from Beagle 2 science and technology into terrestrial applications will be addressed as
will the ongoing career destinations of many of the original team; both supporting the significance that the mission
had on determining the future pathway of space science and exploration in Europe and beyond.
The ongoing search for evidence that Beagle 2 did in fact land as planned on Mars will be addressed and images
from Mars orbiting spacecraft assessed.


