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Tropical northern Queensland, particularly the volcanic Atherton Tableland, contains some of the most detailed and
longest terrestrial palaeoenvironmental archives in Australia and when combined with adjacent marine sediment
records provides key insight into potential environmental ‘tipping points’ for the entire Quaternary period and
beyond. This presentation will provide an overview of some of the key tipping points (i.e. significant landscape
transformation) that have occurred within the tropical northern Australian region over the Quaternary, as well as
discussing potential causes and subsequent impacts of these transformation episodes. These events include the
development of the Great Barrier Reef, transition from obliquity to eccentricity dominated glacial-interglacial
cycles, the Mid-Brunhes event, the Oxygen Isotope Stage 6 episode, the arrival of people into the region, Last
Glacial-Interglacial Transition and European settlement.


