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Sustainability of software and research support systems is an element of innovation that is not often discussed.
Yet, sustainment is essential if we expect research communities to make the time investment to learn and adopt
new technologies. As the Research Data Alliance (RDA) is developing new approaches to interoperability, the
question of uptake and sustainability is important. Brokering software sustainability is one of the areas that is being
addressed in RDA. The Business Models Team of the Research Data Alliance Brokering Governance Working
Group examined several support models proposed to promote the long-term sustainability of brokering middleware.
The business model analysis includes examination of funding source, implementation frameworks and challenges,
and policy and legal considerations. Results of this comprehensive analysis highlight advantages and disadvantages
of the various models with respect to the specific requirements for brokering services. We offer recommendations
based on the outcomes of this analysis that suggest that hybrid funding models present the most likely avenue to
long term sustainability.


