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In recent years Sub-Saharan Africa has been characterized by unprecedented opportunity for transformation and
sustained growth. However, natural disasters such as droughts, floods, cyclones, earthquakes, landslides, volcanic
eruptions and extreme temperatures cause significant economic and human losses, and major development
challenges. Quantitative disaster risk assessments are an important basis for governments to understand disaster
risk in their country, and to develop effective risk management and risk financing solutions. However, the
data-scarce nature of many Sub-Saharan African countries as well as a lack of financing for risk assessments has
long prevented detailed analytics.

Recent advances in globally applicable disaster risk modelling practices and data availability offer new op-
portunities. In December 2013 the European Union approved a C 60 million contribution to support the
development of an analytical basis for risk financing and to accelerate the effective implementation of a compre-
hensive disaster risk reduction. The World Bank’s Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR)
was selected as the implementing partner of the Program for Result Area 5: the “Africa Disaster Risk Assessment
and Financing Program.”

As part of this effort, the GFDRR is overseeing the production of national-level multi-hazard risk profiles
for a range of countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, using a combination of national and global datasets and state-of-
the-art hazard and risk assessment methodologies. In this presentation, we will highlight the analytical approach
behind these assessments, and show results for the first five countries for which the assessment has been completed
(Kenya, Uganda, Senegal, Niger and Ethiopia). The presentation will also demonstrate the visualization of the risk
assessments into understandable and visually attractive risk profile documents.


