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Estuaries are transitional areas between the land and sea and home to a large and growing proportion of the world’s
population. They are highly productive ecosystems which create jobs, and boosts local economic growth with a
higher percentage of collective and private enterprises and a larger share of production. They serve many important
socio-economic functions and therefore receive untreated urban wastes and riverine inputs and concentrate various
pollutants coming from inland domestic, agricultural and industrial activities. Therefore such kinds of complex
systems are highly vulnerable because they are usually the sink for the hinterlands. Due to serious environmental
problems felt more intensively day by day, central and local governments must adopt an integrated policy and
decision making process to promote a balance of uses. As surrounded by many historical attractions, heritage sites,
buzzing cultural scenes and other natural resources, the Haliç (the Golden Horn estuary) offers great opportuni-
ties and has a vitality fed by widespread economic and cultural factors. The typical landscape of the estuary, its
bridges, geomorphic features, oceanographic and hydrodynamic features of its waters, sea bottom characteristics,
environmental pollution, make this estuary a critical marine environment which impacts to economy, environment
and community. However, rapid urban growth and uncontrolled industrial development (1950-1985) led to a se-
vere increase in pollution levels of its water and cohesive sediments. The siltation due to liquid and solid waste
dumped by two streams caused anaerobic decomposition problems. In addition, the ecological processes occurring
in the Haliç are rather complex as they are interacted with the socio-economic system. This study focuses on the
essential elements of integrated coastal zone management for the Haliç, and its probable impacts to economy, en-
vironment and community. All objectives and probable impacts need to be integrated by collecting information,
understanding, planning, decision making, management and monitoring of implementation.


