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As part of the Climate Change Act 2008, the UK Government sets out a national adaptation programme to
address the risks and opportunities identified in a national climate change risk assessment (CCRA) every five
years. The last risk assessment in 2012 was based on the probabilistic projections for the UK published in 2009
(UKCP09). The second risk assessment will also use information from UKCP09 alongside other evidence on
climate projections. However, developments in the science of climate projeciton, and evolving user needs (based
partly on what has been learnt about the diverse user requirements of the UK adaptation community from the
seven years of delivering and managing UKCP09 products, market research and the peer-reviewed literature)
suggest now is an appropriate time to update the projections and how they are delivered.

A new set of UK climate projections are now being produced to upgrade UKCP09 to reflect the latest de-
velopments in climate science, the first phase of which will be delivered in 2018 to support the third CCRA. A
major component of the work is the building of a tailored service to support users of the new projections during
their development and to involve users in key decisions so that the projections are of most use. We will set out the
plan for the new climate projections that seek to address the evolving user need. We will also present a framework
which aims to (i) facilitate the dialogue between users, boundary organisations and producers, reflecting their
different decision-making roles (ii) produce scientifically robust, user-relevant climate information (iii) provide
the building blocks for developing further climate services to support adaptation activities in the UK.


