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This presentation, first, briefly describes the current use of weather forecasts and climate projections delivered by
AEMET for water management in Spain. The potential use of seasonal climate predictions for water –in particular
dams- management is then discussed more in-depth, using a pilot experience carried out by a multidisciplinary
group coordinated by AEMET and DG for Water of Spain. This initiative is being developed in the framework of
the national implementation of the GFCS and the European project, EUPORIAS.

Among the main components of this experience there are meteorological and hydrological observations,
and an empirical seasonal forecasting technique that provides an ensemble of water reservoir inflows. These
forecasted inflows feed a prediction model for the dam state that has been adapted for this purpose. The full system
is being tested retrospectively, over several decades, for selected water reservoirs located in different Spanish river
basins. The assessment includes an objective verification of the probabilistic seasonal forecasts using standard
metrics, and the evaluation of the potential social and economic benefits, with special attention to drought and
flooding conditions. The methodology of implementation of these seasonal predictions in the decision making
process is being developed in close collaboration with final users participating in this pilot experience.


