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Although outcropping only rarely in Italy, gypsum karst has been described in detail since the early XXth century
(Marinelli, 1917). Gypsum caves are now known from almost all Italian regions (Madonia & Forti, 2003), but
are mainly localised along the northern border of the Apennine chain (Emilia Romagna and Marche regions),
Calabria, and Sicily, where the major outcrops occur. Recently, important caves have also been discovered in the
underground gypsum quarries in Piedmont (Vigna et al., 2010).
During the late 80s and 90s several multidisciplinary studies have been carried out in many gypsum areas. All this
work converged into a comprehensive overview in 2003 (Madonia & Forti, 2003).
Further detailed studies focused on the gypsum areas of Emilia Romagna (Chiesi et al., 2010; Forti & Lucci, 2010;
Demaria et al., 2012; De Waele & Pasini, 2013; Ercolani et al., 2013; Columbu et al., 2015; Lucci & Piastra, 2015;
Tedeschi et al., 2015) and of Sicily (Madonia & Vattano, 2011). Sinkholes related to Permo-Triassic gypsum have
been studied in Friuli Venezia Giulia (Zini et al., 2015).
This presentation will review the state of the art regarding different aspects of evaporite karst in Italy focusing on
the main new results.
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