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The validation of land cover products is an important step in the workflow of generating a land cover map from
remotely-sensed imagery. Many students of remote sensing will be given exercises on classifying a land cover map
followed by the validation process. Many algorithms exist for classification, embedded within proprietary image
processing software or increasingly as open source tools. However, there is little standardization for land cover
validation, nor a set of open tools available for implementing this process. The LACO-Wiki tool was developed
as a way of filling this gap, bringing together standardized land cover validation methods and workflows into
a single portal. This includes the storage and management of land cover maps and validation data; step-by-step
instructions to guide users through the validation process; sound sampling designs; an easy-to-use environment for
validation sample interpretation; and the generation of accuracy reports based on the validation process. The tool
was developed for a range of users including producers of land cover maps, researchers, teachers and students. The
use of such a tool could be embedded within the curriculum of remote sensing courses at a university level but is
simple enough for use by students aged 13-18. A beta version of the tool is available for testing at: http://www.laco-
wiki.net.


