Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 18, EGU2016-14145, 2016 EG U
EGU General Assembly 2016

© Author(s) 2016. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

Achieving Natural Flood Management through collaboration

Alex Nicholson, Samantha Byers, Ted Thomas, and Phil Welton

Environment Agency, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK

Recent flooding in the UK has brought much attention to the field of Natural flood Management (NFM) as a
means of helping to reduce flood risk to communities. Key questions exist in the field, which include quantifying
the impact of NFM and maintaining it. In addition, agencies and at-risk communities look for ways of delivering
NFM in a tightly stretched financial climate.

Well-implemented NFM has the effect of restoring more natural catchment hydrological and sedimentolog-
ical processes, which in turn can have significant flood risk and WFD benefits for catchment waterbodies. These
catchment scale improvements in-turn allow more ‘natural’ processes to be returned to rivers and streams, creating
a more resilient system. NFM can tick many boxes and target many funding opportunities.

This paper discusses the NFM component of the Lustrum Beck Flood Alleviation Scheme (Stockton-On-
Tees, UK), and explains how a multi-agency approach had to be considered to allow elements of the scheme to
be delivered. A startling 70 different landowners and agencies manage the land in the Lustrum Beck catchment
(~40km?2). A partnership between the Environment Agency and the Forestry Commission is planning to work
on a demonstration site in the centre of the catchment. The paper goes on to explain the importance of this
demonstration area in the context of the wider scheme.



