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Knowledge transfer, in its most inherent form, can be tracked back to the earliest phase of the Neolithic Revolution,
10,000 years ago, at a time when innovators shared their thoughts on crop cultivation and livestock farming (Bell-
wood, 2004). Not to be mistaken for science transfer - the export of modern science to non-scientific audiences -
it was in the 1960s, that modern knowledge transfer was initiated, when reporting research achievements shifted
towards having institutional and political agendas (Lipphardt & Ludwig, 2011).

Albeit that the economic contribution of scientific research has been scrutinised for decades; today, there is
a pronounced need for the evaluation of its social, cultural and ecological impact. To have impact, it is essential
that scientific knowledge is clear and accessible, as well as robust and credible, so that it can be successfully
transferred and applied by those identifying solutions for today’s societal and environmental challenges. This
phenomenon is receiving growing academic interest, where publications including “knowledge transfer” in the
title have increased near exponentially for 60 years. Furthermore, we are seeing a definite shift towards embedding
a mission of knowledge transfer in Public Research Organisations. This new approach is rewarding researchers
whom deliver on all three institutional missions: teaching, research and knowledge transfer.

In addition, the European Commission (2008) recommends that “knowledge transfer between universities
and industry is made a permanent political and operational priority” and that “sufficient resources and incentives
[be] available to public research organisations and their staff to engage in knowledge transfer activities”. It is
also anticipated that funding agencies will soon make pathways-to-impact statements, also known as knowledge
transfer plans, a mandatory requirement of all project proposals.

AquaTT is a leader in scientific knowledge management, including knowledge transfer and dissemination. This
Dublin-based SME has an ever-growing portfolio of FP7 and Horizon 2020 projects where they hold knowledge
management responsibilities. In this session, we will present AquaTT’s experiences in knowledge management
for several European Union-funded marine research projects; including MarineTT (http://marinett.eu/) that was
recognised as an exemplar project in the ex post evaluation of FP7 to the European Commission. These insights
will be supplemented with an overview of the AquaTT-developed step-by-step knowledge transfer methodology,
as used by the COLUMBUS project – the EU’s flagship Blue Growth and Knowledge Transfer initiative
(http://www.columbusproject.eu/). This session will provide a platform to launch AquaTT’s European knowledge
transfer network, established to support the research community in fostering a culture that recognises and rewards
knowledge transfer between scientists and end-users (industry, policy, and wider society), thereby ensuring that
research achieves its maximum potential impact.
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