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The mission of the Integrated Carbon Observation System (ICOS RI) is to enable research to understand the green-
house gas (GHG) budgets and perturbations. The ICOS RI provides the long-term observations required to under-
stand the present state and predict future behaviour of the global carbon cycle and GHG emissions. Technological
developments and implementations, related to GHGs, will be promoted by the linking of research, education and
innovation. In order to provide this data ICOS RI is a distributed research infrastructure. The backbones of ICOS
RI are the national measurement stations such as ICOS atmosphere, ecosystem and ocean stations. ICOS Central
Facilities are the European level ICOS RI Centres, which have the specific tasks in collecting and processing the
data and samples received from the national measurement networks. During the establishment of ICOS RI ethical
guidelines were developed. These guidelines describe principles of ethics in the research activities that should be
applied within ICOS RI. They should be acknowledged and followed by all researchers affiliated to ICOS RI and
should be supported by all participating institutions. The presentation describes (1) the general challenge to de-
velop ethical guidelines in a complex international infrastructure and (2) gives an overview about the content that
includes different kinds of conflicts of interests, data ethics and social responsibility.


