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Geology for Global Development (GfGD) is a not-for-profit organisation working to mobilise and equip geologists
to engage in all aspects of sustainable development, including disaster risk reduction (DRR). Geologists have a
crucial role to play in DRR, and the recently agreed Sendai Framework for DRR 2015-2030. This framework
aims to significantly reduce loss of lives and livelihoods due to disasters. The geology community have an
understanding of the Earth, its physical structure, and the processes by which it is constantly being shaped which
are of particular relevance to Priorities for Action 1 and 4 noted within the Sendai Framework.

Effective engagement by geologists, however, requires many skills beyond the standard geology curricu-
lum. Cultural understanding, cross-disciplinary communication, diplomacy, community mobilization and
participation, knowledge exchange, and an understanding of social science research tools are commonly necessary
for effective research and engagement in the science-policy-practice interface. Topical and disciplinary knowledge,
such as understanding social vulnerability, international policy frameworks and development theory are also rarely
included in the education and professional training of a young geologist.

Through the work of GfGD, we are training young geologists with these skills and the supporting knowl-
edge required to make an effective contribution to reducing disaster risk, support civil society, empower
communities and help to strengthen resilience. University chapters have been established in 14 major UK and Irish
universities, coordinating extra-curricular seminars, workshops and discussion activities. Our work is currently
focused on supporting young geologists, but we are increasingly a respected voice at international geoscience
forums that gather a wide range of students and professionals. Wider (national and international) activities include
conferences, placements and facilitating youth engagement in education, outreach and development projects.


