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Glazed pottery from the mediaeval site at “Cantiere Mitello” in Otranto (Italy) have been investigated by
means of several portable and non invasive techniques: X-ray Fluorescence (XRF), Micro-X-Ray Fluorescence
(micro-XRF) scanning and alpha Particle Induced X-ray Emission (alpha-PIXE).
The results have been compared with some later sherds of Byzantine glazed pottery from the site of “Giuggianello”
in Otranto (Italy).
Results show that glazes present an high amount of Pb. Byzantine are also richer in Al compared to the first group.
The color is generally given by Fe-Cu-Mn oxides.
In general the mediaeval glazes can be considered to be in accordance with the Roman tradition.
The presence of a consistent amount of SnO (3%) in a sample belonging to the first group, could suggest the use
of tin as opacifier agent even at an early period.


