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Human land use activities have transformed a large proportion of the world’s land surface and in particular, the
expansion of agriculture has been a major driver in global land use change. The conversion of natural ecosystems to
crop and pasture lands has contributed significantly to deforestation and associated biodiversity loss through habitat
destruction. This loss has raised concerns about associated loss of ecological functions which directly support over
one billion people worldwide. Furthermore, agriculture itself is heavily reliant on a number of ecosystem services
which are essential for crop production. It is therefore essential that the global problems of food insecurity and
biodiversity loss are not viewed independently as the methods used to address one will necessarily involve choices
affecting the other. This poster will examine the relationship between food security provision and biodiversity
hotspots by using global spatial datasets of land use and conservation value.


