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Compared to its long history on disastrous earthquakes, disaster education history in Turkey is rather short. It has
just started with an initiative of Disaster Preparedness Education Unit of Bogazici University (BU/DPEU) after
1999 Kocaeli Earthquake. Training modules and materials on disaster preparedness were prepared both for students, teachers and community. Regarding to the school education, the Ministry of National Education (MoNE)
reformed their education plan in 2003, and disaster education became one of eight focused components for primarymiddle education. In 2011-2014 MoNE had conducted “School-based Disaster Education Project” in collaboration
with Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). The majority of the school education materials focus more on
earthquake and there are very few education programs on tsunami. Within the MarDiM (Earthquake and Tsunami
Disaster Mitigation in the Marmara Region and Disaster Education in Turkey) project between Turkey and Japan
a multidisciplinary engineering research as well as development of disaster education, tsunami education booklet
and video were newly developed in 2015.
In order to investigate students’ knowledge natural disasters and disaster preparedness with focus on tsunami, a
questionnaire based survey was conducted. The survey aims to clarify following questions: 1) how students obtain
natural disaster information, 2) how students prepare for natural disaster, 3) knowledge on tsunami (hazard mechanism, evacuation behavior, historical disaster). The study was conducted by BU/DPEU in 2015 and 375 students
answered the questionnaire. Results showed that students have more interest on earthquake, flood, tsunami and
landslide followed it. Most students have heard about tsunami and the school is a key resource of their information.
They know relatively well about tsunami mechanism, however, they have less knowledge on tsunami evacuation
behavior and tsunami history in Turkey. In order to let students have more knowledge on tsunami, tsunami class
was provided by BU/DPEU using tsunami booklet and videos. The class was evaluated by before/after class tests
and the result showed improvement on students’ knowledge. The result showed the necessity to integrate tsunami
education materials in school disaster education curriculum.

