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The Gold of Naples: the volcanic landscape throught photography
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In the last twenty years, the National Institute of Geophysics and Volcanology, section of Naples Vesuvius Obser-
vatory, public research institute in charge of volcanic research and surveillance, Italy, publish a thematic calendar
about volcanoes. This year, the Vesuvius Observatory has produced a calendar dedicated to the volcanoes of the
city of Naples, from Mount Vesuvius, the island of Ischia and the Campi Flegrei caldera. The great treasures of
this beautiful city, among the oldest in Europe ever, are exemplified here by its volcanoes. ’The Gold of Naples’,
the subject of this calendar, is represented by the splendor of the territory, the culture and the passion of its people,
and is inextricably linked to the presence of volcanoes. The volcanoes have given the fertility, the splendor of the
landscape and the climate, the warmth and flavor of its thermal waters, the gentle hills and the safe haven of its
natural inlets; and they have always been, for people that lives and loves this country since at least 4,000 years, an
irresistible attraction. The meaning that we wanted to give is to look at the volcanoes not only as risk, but also as a
large land resources, as they were always considered. In the images of the calendar we wanted to put in evidence
the bridge between of art and science through photography, the impression of beauty and strength given to this
land from its volcanoes, and along with their interaction with the history and culture of these areas. An immanent
presence that certainly have to, now more than ever, warn us to respect volcanic nature, very rich but dangerous,
using the knowledge to defend ourselves against the most devastating manifestations, fortunately rare, of volcanoes
themselves. A tribute to Naples, its beauty and passion, which implies a strong hope in the future: the volcanic risk
is seen today as an opportunity to redesign and make safe and accessible one of the most beautiful territory in the
world, enhancing at most the great resources that volcanoes offer us.


