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Socio-hydrology was introduced 4 years ago into the scientific lexicon, and elicited several reactions about the
meaning and originality of the concept. However, there has also been much activity triggered by the original paper,
including further commentaries that clarified the definitions, and several papers that acted on the definitions, and
through them further clarified and illustrated the meaning and usefulness of socio-hydrology for understanding
coupled human-water systems and underpinning sustainable water management.

This presentation discusses how useful these recent studies have been towards the need for socio-hydrology to
explain phenomena, such as rise and decline of human population or food production in water scarce basins
(‘pendulum swing’), the levee effect, small scale farmer suicides, anthropogenic droughts, etc. . . We also discuss
its foundation as a Science, its similarities and dissimilarities with other fields that study human-water interactions,
such as hydro-sociology and hydro-economics, its foundation as a Science, current gaps and the challenges that
lie ahead.


