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Our paper follows an interdisciplinary understanding of social learning. We contribute to the literature on social
learning in transition research by bridging case-oriented research and modelling-oriented transition research. We
start by describing selected theories on social learning in innovation, diffusion and transition research. We present
theoretical understandings of social learning in techno-economic and agent-based modelling. Then we elaborate
on empirical research on social learning in transition case studies. We identify and synthetize key dimensions of
social learning in transition case studies. In the following we bridge between more formal and generalising mod-
elling approaches towards social learning processes and more descriptive, individualising case study approaches by
interpreting the case study analysis into a visual guide on functional forms of social learning typically identified in
the cases. We then try to exemplarily vary functional forms of social learning in integrated assessment models. We
conclude by drawing the lessons learned from the interdisciplinary approach – methodologically and empirically.


