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Soap stone represents soft Proterozoic rock type from the deposit Nunnalahti situated on the western shore of the
big Lake Pielinen in Eastern Finland. It consists of talc (40—50 %), magnesite MgCO3 (40—50 %), chlorite (5—8
%), dolomite, calcite, etc. The colour of the stone is very spectacular and varies from yellow and brownish-yellow
to grey, greenish grey. The soft stone is a highly workable material for a sculptor’s chisel. It was one of the most
popular ornamental rocks used architecture of the Modern style in St Petersburg, Helsinki, Turku, Tampere and
other North European cities lately in the XIX-th centuries. Examples are given and discussed.
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