
Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 18, EGU2016-2437, 2016
EGU General Assembly 2016
© Author(s) 2016. CC Attribution 3.0 License.

Estimating water availability over India using a bottom-up probabilistic
Budyko approach
Riddhi Singh (1) and Rohini Kumar (2)
(1) Department of Civil Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad, Kandi, Telangana, India 502285
(riddhi@iith.ac.in), (2) Department Computational Hydrosystems, Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research-UFZ,
Leipzig, Germany (rohini.kumar@ufz.de)

Quantifying the dependence of future water availability on changing climate remains a challenge for India as
long-term streamflow data are scarce and there are significant uncertainties regarding future climate change. Here,
we present a framework to estimate long-term water availability and its vulnerability to climate change across
India using only three hydro-climatic variables: long-term precipitation (P), potential evapotranspiration (PE) and
actual evapotranspiration (AE). We assimilate these variables within a probabilistic Budyko framework that relates
aridity index (PE/P) of chosen control volumes to their evaporation ratio (AE/P). For each value of aridity index,
the probabilistic framework provides a way to determine uncertainty in the projected values of the evaporation
ratio. Then, we explore a large range of possible future climates and identify critical climate thresholds across
India. Based on this exploratory analysis, we find that southern India is most susceptible to changing climate with
less than 10% decrease in precipitation causing a 25% decrease in water availability.


