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Over the past ten to fifteen years, climate hazards and adaptation have received more attention due to the current
climate change. Climate historians have gathered strong evidence that the world’s climate has evolved over the
past millennium and one of the most significant changes took place during the Little Ice Age. Recently, a set
of questions has emerged: what were the effects of the Little Ice Age on human’s societies? How did humans
adapt to these climate changes? How did they react to extreme weather-related events? Using examples of climate
hazards from the West of France during the beginning of the Little Ice Age (xivth-xviith centuries) such as storms,
flooding, drought, harsh winters, the poster aims at showing how the past societies can constitute a source of
inspiration for present ones. Through schemas, this research exposes the system’s rebound capacity, points out
the importance of the historical depth in research on human’s adaptation and resilience and shows the value of
integrating a historical approach. It reveals that History contributes to the knowledge of the relationship between
societies and climate hazards. Data on climate hazards and adaptation of societies stem from historical sources
such as chronicles, diaries, books of accounts, records of cities repairs. To protect themselves and their goods,
medieval and modern societies had developed specific skills, practices and strategies. From the xivth to the xviiith
century, there is an increase of defense by dikes in the low Loire, as for example the construction of those amongst
Longué and Ponts-de-Cé between the early xivth century and 1407. The French kingdom’s authorities also tried
increasingly to provide technical, material, logistical and fiscal support: for instance, during the winter 1564-1565,
several bridges have been destroyed by a river flooding in Nantes. The King Charles IX then offered to people
of Nantes part of the funds from taxes on the main activities such as the exports of wine or salt to finance the
restoration of the bridges. So it appears that these societies have been able to adapt through a collective memory, a
lifestyle, a significant perception of risks, a territory management, the construction of infrastructures, etc.
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