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Improvement of natural pastures using liquid organic fertilizers
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Nowadays natural pastures remains the main source to supply livestock with fresh feed material in Georgia. Due
to that common pasturelands are under continues grazing pressure and normally no measures are taken in order to
improve pasture productivity and to protect soil from erosion. Unregulated stocking rate leads to overutilization of
natural pastures causing reduction in productivity and soil fertility. It is especially evident in arid regions, where
bare soil after removal of vegetation dries out and is subject to wind erosion. In many areas even with regulated
stocking rate plant available soil nutrient pool is already diminished and vegetation cannot be recovered easily after
grazing. Therefore it is essential to improve soil fertility, which provide adequate amount of nutrients to plants to
regenerate.

Ongoing study aims to compare effect of different types of organic fertilizers on natural pastures in combination
with pasture rotation scheme in order to maintain soil fertility and prepare the basis for its gradual improvement.
Initial results shows positive impact of liquid organic fertilizers which increased aboveground biomass production
by 200-300 kg per hectare.



