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Primary school pupils in Van Rhyn School in Namibia are taught Natural Sciences from grade 4 at the age
of 9. The curriculum is mainly theory/classroom based and natural science is taught through theory and various
practical activities. However occasionally teachers have opportunities to supplement the pupils’ learning experience through outdoor activities such as excursions to museums, municipal works and science fairs. Apart from
enhancing the learning experience and improving understanding, such activities make the Natural science subject
more interesting subject to learners.
Water, a scarce/limited resource in Namibia, is one of the topics we cover in Natural sciences. Sustainable
management of water is one of the top priorities of the government, which through various initiatives including the
National Development Plan supports innovative ideas and technologies to reclaim water from sewage, recycling
of industry and mining water and use semi-purified water for public recreational places. Most of the water used in
Windhoek is reclaimed by City of Windhoek. To better illustrate this to the pupils, a school trip with 40 pupils of
seventh grade was taken to the City of Windhoek’s Gammams Water Care works.
The aim of the trip was to show how the sewage purification process works and how the water is reclaimed from
sewage. A guided tour of the water works was given by the resident scientists and the pupils were provided with
the worksheet to complete after the tour around the Centre. They were encouraged to ask questions in all stages
of water purification process and write down short notes. Most learners completed their worksheet during the tour
session as they are getting information from the tour guide. The rest had to retrieve information and do further
research as they got back to class so they could complete their worksheets.
After the tour to Gammams, learners were asked to share what they had learned with the lower grades, 5 and 6,
in a classroom presentation campaigned as “ Water management resources Awareness” Apart from enjoying the
trip, the learners also gained knowledge of how the City manages the water resources and how to manage water
on personal basis.

