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Entering the Anthropocene
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There is growing evidence that we are now entering a new geological age defined by human influence on the planet,
the Anthropocene. Millions of years from now, a stripe in the accumulated layers of rock on Earth’s surface will
reveal our human fingerprint just as we can see evidence of dinosaurs in rocks of the Jurassic, or the explosion of
life that marks the Cambrian. There is now no part of the planet untouched by human influence. The realisation
that we wield such planetary power requires a quite extraordinary shift in perception, fundamentally toppling the
scientific, cultural and religious philosophies that define our place in the world. This session explores these issues
and examines our new relationship with nature now that we so strongly influence the biosphere. And this session
will look at what the impacts of our planetary changes mean for us, and how we might deal with the consequences
of the Anthropocene we have created.



