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Peter Raats’ achievements in Haren (NL) 1986-1997 were based on a solid theoretical insight in hydrology and
transport process in soil. However, Peter was also the driving force behind many experimental studies and applied
research. This will be illustrated by a broad range of examples ranging from the dynamics of composting processes
of organic material; modelling and monitoring nutrient leaching at field-scale; wind erosion; water and nutrient
dynamics in horticultural production systems; oxygen diffusion in soils; and processes of water and nutrient uptake
by plant roots. Peter’s leadership led to may new approaches and the introduction of innovative measurement
techniques in Dutch research; ranging from TDR to nutrient concentration measurements in closed fertigation
systems. This presentation will give a brief overview how Peter’s theoretical and mathematical insights accelerated
this applied research.


