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Evaluation of scientific impact is becoming an essential step all over the world for assigning academic positions,
funding and recognition. Impact is generally assessed by means of objective bibliometric indicators which are
frequently integrated with a subjective evaluation by one or more individuals. An essential requirement of impact
assessment is to ensure balance across several potential discriminating factors, including gender, ethnics, culture,
scientific field and many others. Scientific associations need to ensure balance in any step of their activity and in
particular when electing their representatives, evaluating scientific contributions, reviewing papers and assigning
awards. While ensuring balance is a strict necessity, how to get to target is still a matter of vivid debates. In fact,
the context of science is very different with respect to the general context of society and the need for scientific
associations to maintain confidentiality in their evaluation procedures makes the application of transparent proce-
dures more complicated.
This talk aims to present the experience and the efforts of the European Geosciences Union to ensure balance, with
a particular focus on gender balance. Data and statistics will be presented in the attempt to provide constructive
indications to get to the target of giving equal opportunities to researchers across gender, continents and ethnic
groups. Science is a unifying discipline and balance will be vital to ensure that humans and our planet co-evolve
sustainably.


