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Preparing for floods: flood forecasting and early warning
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Flood forecasting and early warning has continued to stride ahead in strengthening the preparedness phases of
disaster risk management, saving lives and property and reducing the overall impact of severe flood events. For
example, continental and global scale flood forecasting systems such as the European Flood Awareness System
and the Global Flood Awareness System provide early information about upcoming floods in real time to various
decisionmakers. Studies have found that there are monetary benefits to implementing these early flood warning
systems, and with the science also in place to provide evidence of benefit and hydrometeorological institutional
outlooks warming to the use of probabilistic forecasts, the uptake over the last decade has been rapid and sustained.
However, there are many further challenges that lie ahead to improve the science supporting flood early warning
and to ensure that appropriate decisions are made to maximise flood preparedness.



